
Shrewsbury Master Plan Update

What is the Master Plan?
The Master Plan is a strategic planning document that will guide 
growth and investment over the next decade.  It is used by town 
staff and local officials to make decisions about neighborhoods, 
parks, the location and need for public services, and how to 
direct commercial and industrial development.  A Master Plan 
will send a clear message to residents, business owners and 
investors that our community has seriously considered how it 
will meet the needs of citizens and local businesses today and 
those of generations to come.  A Master Plan will also give the 
town leverage in applying for state and federal funding.

Goals and polices are established to reach a shared vision 
for Shrewsbury.  Town staff along with local boards and 
commissions use the Master Plan to make informative decisions 
that can determine:

•	How	development	looks	and	where	it	happens,
•	How	the	Town	can	protect	important	environmentally	
sensitive	areas	as	well	as	important	historic	buildings	
and	landmarks,	

•	How	we	drive,	walk,	and	bike	around	town,
•	How	the	Town	can	support	business	development,	and
•	How	the	Town	can	meet	future	demands	on	town	
services.

Its most important goal is to protect the things in Shrewsbury 
that make it a great place to live!  

Land Use
Where do we build and what should it

look like?

Economic Development
How do we grow the town’s tax base?

Community Services 
Are they meeting our needs?

Historic & Cultural Resources
What structures and areas represent

our history?

Open Space & Recreation
What are the demands for parks and 

other recreational resources?

Transportation
How do we get to where we need to be?

Natural Resources
Are we protecting important 
environmental resources?

Housing
What types of housing do residents 

need?

What is the update process?
The process begins by reviewing the 2001 Master Plan and 
updating data, looking at trends in population growth, the 
Town’s demographic make-up, business development, and 
land uses, among many other indicators. All these data are 
brought together to create a picture of how the Town got to 
where it is today, and what needs to change or stay the same 
as it moves forward.

Public input is an important part of the update process. 
Residents, businesses, and property owners will have many 
opportunities to discuss issues and give feedback. Events, 
such as a workshop or open house, allow attendees to 
comment on important challenges the Town is facing now and 
consider how it will manage in the future. It is also important 
to talk about what makes Shrewsbury a special place to live 
and what needs to be done to ensure those characteristics are 
protected.

Trans-
portation

Recreation &
Open Space

Public
Services &
Facilities

Economic
Development

Historic &
Cultural

Resources

Housing

Natural
Resources

Master
Plan

Elected
Officials

Community
Groups

Residents

Town
Boards

Property
Owners

Business
Owners

State
Agencies

Neighborhood
Associations

Environmental
Groups

Public Input

Town
Staff

Regional
Agencies


